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Abstracts of Articles

A

Study of the cultural representation of women in Akbar Radi)s
plays based on Elaine Showalter)s theory

Sepideh Ziainejad
Behrooz MahmoudiBakhtiari

Abstract:

The issue of cultural representation of women in art and literature
has always been one of the main concerns of researchers in the
fields of literature, sociology and women's studies. This research
also examines the cultural representation of women in Akbar
Radi's plays based on Elaine Showalter’s theory. By analyzing
Akbar Radi's plays, this research aims to evaluate the evolution
of the image of women and the dynamics of gender in Iranian
dramatic literature. Based on Showalter’s opinions, this research
identifies three distinct stages of women’s representation in Radi)s
plays. The first stage, which is characterized by having a family
and surrendering. The second stage, which is associated with
increasing activism, and the third stage, includes women’s growing
awareness and self-awareness. Finally, this research reflects the
cultural and social changes related to women by examining the
cultural representation of women in Radijs plays as a reflection
of the society. It is hoped that with the analysis done, this article
can be useful in a better understanding of the position and role of
women in society. This is a descriptive-analytical research and in
it, document-library sources and reliable internet databases have
been used.

Keywords: cultural representation of women, dramatic literature
of Iran, Elaine Showalter, Feminist Criticism, Woman as a Reader,
Akbar Radi.
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alignment with the dominant ideological currents, in the majority
of theatrical productions, aimed at shaping a cultural industry to
promote political and cultural objectives and mobilize the public
in support of the established system)s goals. On the other hand,
opposingtendencies also emerged, expressed through adaptations
of mythological and mystical literature, social drama, explorations
of the political and social history of other nations, and the
performance of foreign texts with predominantly contemporary
political and social analyses. This trend became particularly evident
from the second half of the 1980s, with the resumption of theatrical
activities at universities.

Keywords: Sociology of Art, Frankfurt School, Adorno, Islamic
Revolution, Iranian Dramatic Literature, 1980s.

(23




Abstracts of Articles

o

The Effect of Political and Social Conditions on the Form and
Content of Iranian Dramatic Literature in the 1980s

Mohammadhossein Naserbakht

Abstract:

Research into the transformations of theater and dramatic
literature after the Islamic Revolution of 1979, in order to write
an analytical history of contemporary theater, is an unavoidable
necessity that has been insufficiently addressed. This subject
can be explored from multiple angles and sheds light on various
aspects of the fate of this art form in contemporary Iran, an
art that is inherently social and, from its inception, has been
closely tied to societal transformations. Therefore, the current
research, following what the sociology of art influenced by the
opinions of Frankfurt School theorists, particularly Theodor
Adorno, suggests, investigates the political and social impacts of
the post Islamic Revolution on the formal and content features
of the works of prominent playwrights from the 1980s, selected
based on the opinions of theater critics and festival winners,
to identify the influential currents of dramatic literature of this
period. The study concludes that, according to available evidence,
in the 1980s, despite the damages caused by social and political
transformations, the theatrical currents of the 1970s, supported by
active human resources and infrastructure in this field, continued
to survive. However, due to the same transformations, the influx
of fresh talent into the theater scene, and the wartime conditions
prevailing in the country, society demanded new responses from
theater. Consequently, in the works of this period, one can observe
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within the framework of Iranian drama in the 1980s, specifically
focusing on revolutionary plays. Koselleck argues that to
understand the historical meaning of fundamental concepts, it is
necessary to employ both diachronic and synchronic approachesin
addition to historical semantics. By applying these approaches, the
concept of revolution can be analyzed within its historical context
andin relation to other definitions provided by political leaders and
intellectuals of the time. This enables a historical substantiation of
the various layers of meaning associated with the concept within
revolutionary plays. The findings of this researchindicate that from
the beginning to the end of the 1980s, the meaning of revolution
underwent transformations influenced by Marxism and Islamism,
with the ancient sense of revolution gradually gaining dominance
and either eliminating or assimilating other meanings. Moreover,
the movement of the ancient meaning of revolution originates
from the contemporary perspective of playwrights and extends
to encompass other historical and ideological realms, including
contemporary history, ancient history, and significant religious
events.

Keywords: Revolution, Conceptual History, the 1980s, diachronic,
synchronic
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TheRevolutionConceptinlranianDramaofthe 1980s:
AConceptual History Approach

Erfan Nazer

Abstract:

One of the most significant concepts in contemporary Iranian
history, with widespread applications in politics, society, religion,
and the arts, is the concept of (revolution.) While the term was first
employed in Iranian drama during the Qajar era, this paper delves
into its fundamental and transformative role in the revolutionary
plays of the 1980s, profoundly influenced by the Islamic Revolution
of Iran. Based on an analysis of over seventy plays written during
this decade, it is evident that these works, due to their ideological
affiliations with various Marxist and Islamist factions, extensively
utilized the concept of revolution. However, the multiplicity of
authors’ intellectual inclinations and the diverse applications
and connotations of the term within these plays reveal that
the ubiquitous and historical concept of revolution was not
employed in a singular manner. Instead, it acquired class-based,
historical (ancient or contemporary), religious, and transnational
connotations. This suggests that within the realm of revolutionary
drama, thereexistedbothsynonymousandcontradictory meanings
of revolution, sometimes leading to conflicts among these plays.
Consequently, while we refer to a genre of (revolutionary playsy
centered around the fundamental concept of revolution, it does
not imply that these works presented a singular interpretation of
the Islamic Revolution.

To elucidate this topic, the author employs Reinhart Koselleck’s
conceptual history to critically examine the concept of revolution
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Analysis of Feminine Language and Stylisticsin Playsby Female
Playwrights After the Islamic Revolution Based on the Theories
of RobinLakoff and Sara Mills

Elham Zolfaqariyan

Abstract:

Following the Islamic Revolution, the number of female playwrights
in Iran has significantly increased. The term (feminine writingy
highlights that women'’s texts possess unique stylistic and discursive
features distinct from men’s. Language, as a social phenomenon,
reflects theintricate cultural, political, and economic dynamics within
society. Linguists have emphasized stylistic differences between the
writings of men and women, offering distinct components for each.
Thetheories of Robin Lakoffand Sara Mills stand out for their practical
frameworks in analyzing feminine language. Lakoff emphasizes
linguistic differences between men and women, identifying features
of feminine language, while Mills focuses on analyzing women'’s
works through three levels: vocabulary, syntax, and discourse. This
study, rooted in practical stylistics, employs a descriptive-analytical
approach and synthesizes Lakoff and Mills) theories at four levels:
1. Lexical 2. Syntactic 3. Rhetorical 4. Discourse. The research aims
to identify stylistic markers of feminine writing in plays by female
playwrights after the Islamic Revolution. The findings reveal that
many of these works not only use feminine linguistic markers at the
lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical levels but also challenge patriarchal
culture, advocate for womenys rights, transform female characters,
and raise awareness at the discourse level. Additionally, theinfluence
of the author’s gender on the text supports theoretical frameworks.
Keywords: Feminine Stylistics, Female Playwrights, Robin Lakoff,
Sara Mills, Naghmeh Samini, Pari Saberi, Chista Yasrebi
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The study of various approaches in the works of women
playwrights in the dramatic literature of Bushehr from 1357 to
1403

Jahanshir Yarahmadi

Abstract:

Playwriting by women in Bushehr theater is a product of theater
after the 1957 revolution. However, the historical course of the
presence of womeninthe field of culturein Bushehr province shows
that they have played a colorful and vital role in the society and
especially in ritual culture. A role that cannot be easily overlooked
duetoits specialimportance. Theater, whichis an extract of culture
and geography, has been experienced in Bushehr for a long time.
Before the Bushehr revolution, women did not play much of a role
except for acting in plays and of course with a limited number of
actors. Although this activity is important for Bushehr theater for
many reasons. After the 1957 revolution, the theater experienced a
different path.Oneof theimportantandimpressive measures of the
theater after the revolution is the presence of women playwrights
who entered this field since the 1960s and their number increased
day by day. Inthis research article, the researcher has tried to study
the presence of women and their influence in the culture and art of
Bushehr province and their role in the theater. It focuses on the
activities of women playwrights and, while examining their works,
examines their approaches in their works using a library method.

Key words: women ,dramatic literature ,boushehr ,theatre ,culture
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